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SUBJECT: PRESS REPORTS OF PM DESAI'S LETTER TO THE PRESIDENT 

1 . THE NEW DELHI PRESS HAS REPORTED THAT INDIAN AMBASSADOR 
MAY 20 DELIEVERED TO THE WHITE HOUSE A LETTER TO PRESIDENT 
CARTER FROM PRIME MINISTER DESAI. " THE STATESMAN"REPORTS 
THAT AMBASSADOR KEWAL SINGH DESCRIBED THE LETTER AS "A 
VERY DETAILED AND VERY PROMPT REPLY "TO ALL THE SUBJECT 
RAISED BY MR. CARTER IN HIS LETTER TO DESAI. 

2. PRESS ACCOUNTS STATED THAT THESE SUBJECTS INCLUDED 
INDO-AMERICAN BILATERAL RELATIONS. DISARMAMENT AND ARMS 
LIMITATION, DEMILITARIZATION OF THE INDIAN OCEAN, INTERNA- 
TIONAL COOPERATION, SOUTHERN AFRICA, AND THE MIDDLE EAST. THE 
"INDIAN EXPRESS'" ADDED THAT THE CORRESPONDENCE REPORTEDLY 
DID NOT MENTION EITHER "ATOMIC ISSUES OR QUESTION OF ARMS TO 
PAKISTAN"." THE INDIAN WIRE SERVICE, SAMACHAR, ALSO 
REPORTED THAT THE PRIME MINISTER INVITED THE PRESIDENT TO PAY AN 
OFFICIAL VISIT TO INDIA. 

3. THE "TIMES OF INDIA" SAID THE DESAI LETTER WAS 
REPORTED TO HAVE BEEN COUNCHED IN "VERY WARM TERMS'" AND 
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THAT AMBASSADOR SINGH SAID THE PROMPTNESS OF THE REPLY 
WAS GREATLY APPRECIATED BY THE WHITE HOUSE.GOHEEN 
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